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as I discovered it did this morning!! There are bound to be a few little drawbacks under such topsy-turvy conditions!
Sydney ^ February 15, 1891.
THE only piece of news that I have time to send you to-day is a vexing one; Louis has been in bed ever since I last wrote, with what seamed at first to be no more than a slight cold, and which we hoped he would throw off. I fancy, however, he got a slight extra chill, for instead of getting better, he was decidedly worse, and we have been very anxious about him. I felt it all the more as, having a slight cold myself, I was excluded for some time from his room to prevent further infection; but he is improving at last, and the doctor still hopes to patch him up sufficiently to get him off in the Lilbeck on Wednesday evening. I trust he may be able for it, as otherwise poor Fanny will be terribly anxious. I would fain go with him and give up my New Zealand trip, but I hope that the doctor will decide the question this afternoon, so that I shall be able to tell you something more definite before I close this. , . . He has just been to see his patient, and says he is still in a very unsatisfactory state, exceedingly weak and low. Nothing can be settled in the meantime; but unless there is very marked improvement, I don't see how Lou can possibly start for Samoa on Wednesday* If he does go, I think I shall almost cer-